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sets about producing in himself a copy of jB's action. In this
case he has not the action ready-made on an instinctive basis.
He has a vague understanding of #'s action, which he analyses
to some extent; then gradually, by a process of trial and
error, he succeeds in acting in a similar manner. But any
success that he achieves is, in the last resort, in virtue of his
innate endowment: he must already be possessed of the bodily
mechanisms which make success possible after perseverance.
We read of the legendary Icarus, who attempted, with dis-
astrous results, to imitate the flight of birds by fastening wings
to his shoulders with wax. For long enough man has at-
tempted to fly, but, not being endowed with wings, he has
not been able to succeed by direct imitation. Being possessed,
however, of a marvellous brain and a wonderful pair of hands,
he has turned these to good account, and has at last imitated
successfully by virtue of his own innate powers.
What place has imitation in education? Primitive educa-
tion seems to have consisted almost solely in leading the child
to imitate the useful arts of the tribe. But a conception of
education as mere imitation of the arts and learning of the
elders would lead to stagnation of art and science. This has
been realized so clearly that some educators have condemned
imitation altogether, on the grounds that it cramps originality.
This, however, need not be so. "The most original minds
find themselves only in playing the sedulous ape to others who
have gone before them along the same path of self-assertion.** *
Wagner imitated the forms of the masters of opera before he
developed his own original form of music-drama; and an
Einstein must first imitate the thought of a Newton before he
can advance upon it. So we need not be afraid to allow our
pupils to imitate a good style of prose or a good form of any
art; but we must prevent them from thinking that successful
imitation is the highest end to be attained. Imitation is only
the means to original self-expression. If we accept its aid we
need not start absolutely from the beginning, for it short-
circuits in a helpful way the process of racial recapitulation
that we have already discussed.
1 Nunn, Education : its Data and First Principles, p. 141.